G r c a i B a ok % o I I 1 1 si m i c (' i v i I i / .» t i n n 



The Center for Mu&lim Contribution to Civilization 



The Life 

OF THE 

Prophet 

Muhammad 

Volume IV 



Al Slra al-Nabawtyya 



Ibn KathTr 



Ir.insbuxl by FrofnsorTrcvor Lc Giuict 

Kcvtwed by Dr iMunccr Farced 





The Life 

OF THE 



Prophet 

Muhammad 

9 



Volume IV 




CENTER FOR MUSLIM 
CONTRIBUTION TO CIVILIZATION 



The Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization, a non-government, 
non-profit making cultural organization, strives to lead Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike to a better understanding of the Muslim contribution 
to civilization and to a better knowledge of Islam. 

Located in Doha, State of Qatar, the Center has the warm support of its patron, 
the Emir of Qatar, H.H. Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al-Thani. Presenting 
accurate translations of some of the best known works of the most eminent Muslim 
savants, spanning the 800 years of the classical period of Islamic civilization 
(c. 620 AD to c. 1500 AD), since its establishment in 1983 the Center has produced 
nine volumes covering five major works in different fields of knowledge. 

For further information on the work of the Center, all correspondence 
should be directed to 

The General Supervisor 
Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization 
P.O.Box 327 
Doha 

State of Qatar 
Arabian Gulf 




The Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization 



The Life 

OF THE 

Prophet 

Muhammad 



Volume IV 



AL-Slra ol-Nahawiyya 



Ibn Kathir 



Translated by Professor Trevor Le Gassick 
Reviewed by Dr Muneer Fareed 




The Lira of the Prophet Muhammad 

Volume IV 

Published by 

Garnet Publishing Limited 
8 Southern Court 
South Street 

RG1 4QS 
UK 

Copyright © 2000 The Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization 
All rights reserved 

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by 
any electronic or mechanical means, including information 
storage and retrieval systems, without permission in writing 
from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote 
brief passages in a review 

ISBN-13: 978-1-85964-145-3 
ISBN-10: 1-85964-145-8 

First Edition 2000 
First Paperback Edition 2000 
Reprinted 2002, 2006 

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 



Printed in Lebanon 




CONTENTS 



Foreword xiii 

About this Series xv 

Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization: Board of Trustees xvii 

Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization: Board xviii 

Introduction by Muneer Fareed xix 

Translator’s Preface xxviii 

Volume IV 

The Year 9 AH. 1 

An Account of the Expedition to Tabok in Rajab of 9 ah. 1 

Those who wept and also those who made excuses to remain behind. 4 

An Account of how, on his way to Tabuk, the Messenger of God 

(SAAS) passed by the dwellings of Thamcd and their 

fortifications at al-Hijr. 12 

An Account of the address the Messenger of God (SAAS) gave at 
Tabuk at a palm tree there. 1 5 

An Account of the prayer spoken for Mu’awiya b. Abu Mu’awiya - 
if indeed authentic. 17 

The Arrival of the Messenger from Caesar to the Messenger of God (SAAS) 
at Tabuk. 18 

The Peace Pact the Messenger of God ( SAAS ) made with the Governor of Ayla 
and the people offarba* and Adhruh while he was encamped at Tabuk, before 
his return. 20 

The Dispatch by the Messenger of God (SAAS) of Khalid b. al-Walid to 
Ukaydir Duma. 2 1 

An Account of the al-Dirar Mosque. 26 

The Hadith of Ka'-b b. Malik, may God be pleased with him, as quoted by 
al-Bukhari, may God have mercy upon him. 29 

Reference to disobedient persons other than those who had remained bekind. 34 

An Account of the events after the return of the Messenger of God 
(SAAS) from Tabuk to Medina. 35 

The Arrival of a Delegation from Thaqif to the Messenger of God (SAAS) 
in Ramadan of 9 AH. 37 

An Account of the death of ‘Abd Allah b. Ubayy, may God find 
him repulsive! 45 

The Dispatch by the Messenger of God (SAAS) ofAbuBakr, ‘The Trusting’, in 
command of the Pilgrimage in the year 9 ah and the revelation of Surat Bard? a 
(i.e. al-Tawba; IX). 



48 




THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 



Events that occurred in that year, 9 AH during Rajah of which the expedition 

to Tabuk took place. 52 

THE BOOK OF DELEGATIONS THAT CAME TO THE 

MESSENGER OF GOD (SAAS) 53 

Chapter: On the excellence of Banu Tamitn. 61 

The Delegation from Banu '■Abd al-Qays. 62 

The Story of Thumama and the delegation from Banu Hanlfa, among whom 
was Musaylima, ‘The Impostor’, may God damn him! 65 

The Delegation from the people of Najran. 71 

The Delegation of Band 'Amir and the story of '■Amir b. al-T ufayl and Arbad b. 

Qays, may God damn them both ! 76 

The Arrival of Dimam b. Tha'laba to see the Messenger of God (SAAS ), 
on behalf of his tribe of Banu Su'd b. Bakr. 8 1 

The Delegation ofTaH with ‘Zayd of the Horses’ may God be pleased with him. 85 

The Story of c Adi b. Hatim al-Ta 5 i. 86 

The Delegation of Farwa b. Musayk al-Muradi, one of his people’s leaders, to the 
Messenger of God ( SAAS ) . 95 

The Arrival of'Amr b. Ma'di Karib with persons from ( Banu) Zabid. 96 

The Arrival of al-Ash'ath b. Qays in a Delegation from Kinda. 98 

The Arrival of A'shd b. Mazin to the Prophet (SAAS ) . 99 

The Arrival of $urad b. 'Abd Allah al-Azdi among some men of his tribe, and 
then after them the delegation of the people ofjurash. 100 

The Arrival of a Messenger from the Kings of Himyar to the Messenger of God 
(SAAS). 101 

The Arrival of Jarir b. ' Abd Allah al-Bajali and his acceptance of Islam. 105 

The Arrival to the Messenger of God (SAAS ), of Ws?il b. Hujr b. Rabfa b. 

WcPil b. Ya'mur al-Hadrami b. Hunayda, one of the Kings of Yemen. 108 

The Arrival of Laqit b. ' Amir al-Muntafiq b. Abu Razin aT'Aqili to the 
Messenger of God (SAAS). 109 

The Arrival of Ziyad b. al -Harith al-Sudd’i, may God be pleased with him. 112 

The Arrival of al-Harith b. Hasson Al-Bakrf to the Messenger of God ( SAAS ). 115 

The Arrival of 'Abd al-Rahman b. Abu 'Uqayl, with his people. 116 

The Arrival ofTariq b. ‘ Abd Allah and his companions. 116 

The Arrival of the Delegate from Farwa b. 'Amr al-Judhami, the Ruler of the 
Lands ofMu'-m, bringing news of his acceptance of Islam to the Messenger of God 
(SAAS). 118 

The Arrival of Tamim al-Ddri to the Messenger of God (SAAS), and his 
informing him about al-Jassiisa and about what he heard from al-Dajjal, 

‘The Imposter, ’ concerning the mission of the Prophet and the faith of those 
believing in him. 1 19 

The Delegation from Banu Asad. 120 

The Delegation from Banu c Abs. 120 

The Delegation from Banu Fazara. 121 




CONTENTS 



The Delegation from Banu Murra. 121 

The Delegation from Banu. Tha'laba. 121 

The Delegation from Banu Muhdrib. 122 

The Delegation from Banu Kilab. 122 

The Delegation from Banu RtPds b. Kilab. 122 

The Delegation from Banu 'Aqil b. Ka'b. 123 

The Delegation from Banu Qushayr b. Ka'b. 123 

The Delegation from Banu al-BakW. 124 

The Delegation from Kinana. 124 

The Delegation from Ahsja c . 125 

The Delegation from Bdhila. 125 

The Delegation from Banu Sulaym. 125 

The Delegation from Banu Hildl b, '■Amir. 126 

The Delegation of Banu Bakr b. WaHl. 1 26 

The Delegation from Taghlib. 127 

Delegations from the people of Yemen. 127 

The Delegation from Khawlan. 127 

The Delegation from Juft. 127 

Section: On the Arrival of the delegation Banc Azd to the 
Messenger of God (SAAS). 128 

The Delegation from Kinda. 129 

The Delegation of Al-Sadif 1 29 

The Delegation from Kushayn. 129 

The Delegation of Al-Siba 1 . 130 

The Year 10 AH. 133 

Chapter: On the dispatch by the Messenger of God (SAAS) of Khalid b. al-Walid. 133 

The dispatch by the Messenger of God (SAAS) of the commanders to the people of 
Yemen, inviting them to God, Almighty and Glorious is He, came prior to the hijjat 
al-wada'. 135 

Chapter on the dispatch by the Messenger of God (SAAS) of l Ali b. Abu Talib and 
Khalid b. al-Walid to Yemen, before hijjat al-wada 1 , ‘The Farewell Pilgrimage’. 142 

BOOK ON THE HIJJAT AL-WADA<, 

‘THE FAREWELL PILGRIMAGE’,IN 10 AH. 149 

Chapter: Information on the fact that the Prophet (SAAS), made only one full 

pilgrimage from Medina, having previously departed for three <umra, ‘lesser’, 

pilgrimages. 150 

Chapter: On the date of the departure of the Prophet (SAAS), from Medina on the 

hijjat al-wada'. 152 

Chapter: A description of the departure of the Messenger of God (SAAS), from 

Medina to Mecca for the pilgrimage. 1 54 

Chapter : the place from which the Prophet (SAAS) recited the talbiyya; the 

differing views on this expressed by the sources. And the likely truth regarding this. 162 




THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 



Reference to those who state that the Prophet (SAAS) adopted the Ihrdm from 
the Mosque at Dhu al-Hulayfa after the Prayer. 162 

Chapter: On a discussion and examination of how the Prophet (SAAS) performed 
the pilgrimage, whether as the haft al-ifrad, the al-tamattu\ or the al-qiran. 167 

Accounts indicating that the Prophet (SAAS) performed the hajj 
AL-IFRAD. 167 

Account of Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah supporting his having performed the 

HAJJ AL-IFRAD. 170 

The Account of ‘Abd Allah b. 'Umar regarding the hajj al-ifrad. 171 

The Account of Ibn ‘Abbas for the hajj al-ifrad. 171 

Reference to those who state that the Prophet (SAAS) performed the baft 
al-Tamattu * 172 

Accounts of the pilgrimage as narrated by those who maintain that 
the Messenger of God (SAAS) performed the hajj al-qiran, along with 
the relevant ahadith. 179 

The Account of the Commander of the Believers, TJmar b. al-Khattab, 
may God be pleased with him. 179 

An Account relating to the two Commanders of the Believers, 

‘Uthman and ‘Ali, may God be pleased with them both. 181 

The Account of Anas b. Malik, may God be pleased with him. 182 

Bakr h. ( Abd Allah al-Muzani. 183 

Thabit al-Bunani. 183 

Humayd b. Tiruwayh al-Tawil. 183 

Humayd b. Hilal al- l Adawi al-Basri. 1 84 

From Zayd b. Aslam. 1 84 

From Salim b. Abu al-faf-d al-Ghat Afani al-Kuft. 185 

From Sulayman b. Tarkhan al-Taymi. 186 

From Suwayd b. Hujayr. 1 86 

From ( Abd Allah b. Zayd Abu Qilaba al-Jarmi. 1 86 

From l Abd al- ( Aziz b. Suhayb. 187 

From l Ali b. Zayd b. JiuPdn. 187 

From Qatada b. Bahama al-Sadusi. 187 

From Mufab b. Sulaym al-Zubayri, their freed-man. 187 

From Yahya b. Ishaq al-Hadrami. 187 

From Abu Asms? al-Sayqal. 1 88 

From Abu Qudama al-Hanafi; his name is also given as Muhammad b. ( Ubayd. 188 
The Hadith of al-Bara 5 b. l Azib on the hajj al-Qtran. 189 




CONTENTS 



The Account of Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah, may God be pleased with him. 1 89 

A different line of transmission from Jabir. 190 

The Account of Abu Talua Zayd b. Sahl al-Ansari, may God be 

PLEASED WITH HIM. 190 

The Account of Suraqa b. Malik b. Ju'shum. 191 

The Account of Sa‘d b. Abo Waqqas from the Prophet (SAAS), to the 
effect that he performed the hajj with the ‘umra, this constituting 
THE HAJJ AL-QIRAN. 191 

The Account of c Abd Allah b. Abu Awfa. 192 

The Account of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas on this subject. 1 92 

The Account of ‘Abd Allah, son of ‘Umar, may God be pleased with 
them both. 193 

The Account of ‘Imran b. Hu$ayn, may God be pleased with him. 1 94 

The Account of al-Hirmas b. Ziyad al-Bahili . 1 94 

The Account of Hafsa, daughter of ‘Umar, ‘The Mother of the 
Believers’, may God be pleased with her. 195 

The Account of ‘A’isha, ‘The Mother of the Believers’, may God be 
pleased with her. 1 96 

Accounts substantiating those stating that the Messenger of God 
(SAAS) announced the state of ihram and did not initially specify a 
hajj or an ‘umra, and then thereafter rendered it specific. 201 

An Account of the recitation of the talbiyya made by the Messenger 
of God (SAAS). 203 

The Hadith of Jabir B. *Abd Allah, may God be pleased with him, on the hijja 
of the Messenger of God (SAAS). 207 

An Account of those places in which the Messenger of God (SAAS) 
prayed while travelling from Medina to Mecca on his ‘umra and 
his hajj. 213 

Chapter: The entry of the Prophet (SAAS) into Mecca, may God the Almighty and 
Glorious, honour it well. 215 

Descriptions of the Circumambulations made by the Messenger of God (SAAS). 217 




THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 



An Account of how the Messenger of God (SAAS) jogged and moved at a 

FAST PACE ON HIS CIRCUMAMBULATION AND THE IDTIBA C , ‘TUCKING UP ONE’S 



GOWN UNDER THE RIGHT ARM 5 . 223 

Accounts of the circumambulation of the Prophet (SAAS) between 
al-Safa and al-Marwa. 228 

Chapter: Those parts of the prayer delivered by the Messenger of God (SAAS ), 
while he stood upon Mt. ‘■Arafat that are recorded. 250 

An Account of the sublime revelation at that honoured station. 254 

Accounts of the passage of the Messenger of God (SAAS), from 

‘Arafat to the mash'ar al-haram. 254 

An Account of the recitation by the Messenger of God (SAAS), of the 
TALBIYYA AT AL-MUZDALIFA. 262 

Chapter: On the wuquf (station) of the Messenger of God (SAAS ), at the mash'-ar 
al-haram , his daf (departure) from al-Muzdalifa before sunrise and his iyd a , * 

(passage forth) into Wadi Muhassir. 263 

Accounts of the casting by the Prophet (SAAS) of stones only at the 
pillar at al-‘Aqaba on the day of the sacrifice. How he cast them and 
when. And from what position he cast them, and how many they were. 

Also, his cessation of recitation of the talbiyya when he cast them. 266 
Descriptions of the Prophet (SAAS) shaving his head. 271 

Accounts of the visit of the Messenger of God (SAAS) to the 
ancient ka c ba. 274 

Chapter: Ahadith showing that the Prophet (SAAS) made an address to the people 
on the second, the middle that is, day of the ayyam al-tashriq. 289 

References to a hadith in which it is stated that the Messenger of God (SAAS) 
would visit the Ka ( ba every night of those at Mina. 292 

The Year 11 AH. 309 

The Dispatch of ( Abd al-Rakman b. ‘Awf to Dumat al-fandal. 316 

The verses in the Qur’an and ahadith forewarning of the death of the Messenger 
of God (SAAS), and how the illness from which he died commenced. 320 

The ahadith making reference to that. 328 



An Account of the order by the Messenger of God (SAAS), to Abo Bakr, 

‘The Trusting’, to lead the prayer with all the Companions, in the 
presence of them all. And how the Messenger of God (SAAS) came out 

AND PRAYED BEHIND HIM, EMULATING HIM IN SOME OF THE PRAYERS, AS WE SHALL 
RELATE, AND HOW THE LATTER ACTED AS IMAM FOR THE FORMER AND FOR THOSE 
OF THE COMPANIONS AFTER HIM. 332 




CONTENTS 



The manner of his dying, and his actual death. 340 

Section: An account of important events that occurred after the 
DEATH OF THE MESSENGER OF GOD (SAAS), AND BEFORE HIS BURIAL. 349 

The Story of the hall of BanuSa'ida. 350 

An Account of the recognition by Sa c d b. TJbada of the truth of what 
Abu Barr stated that day in the hall. 354 

Section: Accounts of the time at which the Messenger of God (SAAS) 

DIED, HIS age AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH, HOW HE WAS WASHED, PLACED IN A 
SHROUD AND BURIED, AND THE SITE OF HIS GRAVE. 364 

Descriptions of how the Prophet (SAAS) was washed (prior to his burial). 371 

Description of the shroud of the Messenger of God ( SAAS ). 375 

The manner in which prayers were offered over the Messenger of God (SAAS). 378 

Descriptions of the burial of the Messenger of God (SAAS), and where he was 
buried. Reference to the differences over whether he was buried by night or by day. 380 

Accounts of who was the last person to be with the Messenger of God 

(SAAS). 385 

When the burial of the Messenger of God (SAAS) took place. 387 

Section: On the descriptions of the grave of the Prophet (SAAS). 388 

Accounts of the great afflictions that befell the Muslims upon 
the death of the Prophet (SAAS). 390 

Reference to the expressions of consolation made regarding the death of the 
Messenger of God ( SAAS ) . 394 

Section: Narratives telling of the knowledge of ‘The People of the 
Book’ (the Christians and the Jews) of the death of the Messenger 
of God (SAAS). 396 

Chapter : Information showing that the Prophet (SAAS) did not leave a dinar, a dirham, 
a slave, a slave-girl, a sheep, a camel, nor anything to be inherited from him - except for 
land, all of which he left as a charitable offering to God, the Almighty and Glorious. 402 

Chapter: Evidence to the Prophet (SAAS) having said, We will not leave (property 
for) inheritance’. 405 

Discussion of the narration from various authorities concerning the statement made 
by Abu. Bakr and their agreement upon this. 409 

Chapter: An Account of the wives and children, may God be pleased with them all, 
of the Prophet (SAAS). 415 

Women to whom the Messenger of God (SAAS) became engaged but did not 
ultimately marry. 427 

Accounts of those persons awarded to the Messenger of God (SAAS) 
as tribute. 430 

Information concerning his children, may prayers and peace be for them all. 435 

Chapter: Material concerning the slaves, male and female, of the Messenger of God 
( SAAS ), his servants, scribes and clerks. 442 

The Women servants of the Messenger of God (SAAS). 460 




THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD 



Chapter: On those of the Companions of the Messenger of God ( SAAS ), who acted 
as his servants, but who were not freed-men. 469 

Chapter: Those, may God be pleased with them, who wrote down the revelations and 
other matters in the presence of the Messenger of God (SAAS). 480 

Chapter: Information relating to the clothing, weapons, mounts and personal effects 
that the Prophet (SAAS) used during his life. 504 

The sword of the Messenger of God (SAAS). 508 

Concerning the sandals worn by the Prophet (SAAS). 510 

Descriptions of the drinking cup used by the Prophet (SAAS). 51 1 

Accounts of the antimony case used by the Prophet (SAAS). 511 

The Cloak (Al-Burda). 512 

Reference to the horses and other mounts used by the Prophet (SAAS). 513 

Glossary 517 

Index 523 




In the Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

FOREWORD 



The interrelationship and interaction of human cultures and civilisations has 
made the contributions of each the common heritage of men in all ages and all 
places. Early Muslim scholars were able to communicate with their Western 
counterparts through contacts made during the Crusades; at Muslim universities 
and centres of learning in Muslim Spain (al-Andalus, or Andalusia) and Sicily to 
which many European students went for education; and at the universities and 
centres of learning in Europe itself (such as Salerno, Padua, Montpellier, Paris, 
and Oxford), where Islamic works were taught in Latin translations. Among the 
Muslim scholars well-known in the centres of learning throughout the world 
were al-Razl (Rhazes), Ibn Sina (Avicenna), Ibn Rushd (Averroes), al Khwarizmi 
and Ibn Khaldun. Muslim scholars such as these and others produced original 
works in many fields. Many of them possessed encyclopaedic knowledge and 
distinguished themselves in many disparate fields of knowledge. 

In view of this, the Center for Muslim Contribution to Civilization was estab- 
lished in order to acquaint non-Muslims with the contributions Islam has given 
to human civilisation as a whole. The Great Books of Islamic Civilization Project 
attempts to cover the first 800 years of Islam, or what may be called Islam’s 
Classical Period. This project aims at making available in English a wide selection 
of works representative of Islamic civilisation in all its diversity. It is made up 
of translations of original Arabic works that were produced in the formative 
centuries of Islam, and is meant to serve the needs of a potentially large reader- 
ship. Not only the specialist and scholar, but the non-specialist with an interest 
in Islam and its cultural heritage will be able to benefit from the series. 
Together, the works should serve as a rich source for the study of the early periods 
of Islamic thought. 

In selecting the books for the series, the Center took into account all major 
areas of Islamic intellectual pursuit that could be represented. Thus the series 
includes works not only on better-known subjects such as law, theology, 
jurisprudence, history and politics, but also on subjects such as literature, medi- 
cine, astronomy, optics and geography. The specific criteria, used to select 
individual books, were these: that a book should give a faithful and comprehensive 
account of its field; and that it should be an authoritative source. The reader 
thus has at his disposal virtually a whole library of informative and enlightening 
works. 

Each book in the series has been translated by a qualified scholar and reviewed 
by another expert. While the style of one translation will naturally differ from 
another, the translators have endeavoured, to the extent it was possible, to make 
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the works accessible to the common reader. As a rule, the use of footnotes has 
been kept to a minimum, though a more extensive use of them was necessitated 
in some cases. 

This series is presented in the hope that it will contribute to a greater under- 
standing in the West of the cultural and intellectual heritage of Islam and will 
therefore provide an important means towards greater understanding of today’s 
world. 

May God Help Us! 

Muhammad bin Hamad Al-Thani 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 




ABOUT THIS SERIES 



THIS series of Arabic works, made available in English translation, represents an 
outstanding selection of important Islamic studies in a variety of fields of know- 
ledge. The works selected for inclusion in this series meet specific criteria. They 
are recognized by Muslim scholars as being early and important in their fields, as 
works whose importance is broadly recognized by international scholars, and as 
having had a genuinely significant impact on the development of human culture. 

Readers will therefore see that this series includes a variety of works in the 
purely Islamic sciences, such as Qur’an, hadith , theology, prophetic traditions 
{sunna), and jurisprudence (fiqh). Also represented will be books by Muslim 
scientists on medicine, astronomy, geography, physics, chemistry, horticulture, 
and other fields. 

The work of translating these texts has been entrusted to a group of pro- 
fessors in the Islamic and Western worlds who are recognized authorities in their 
fields. It has been deemed appropriate, in order to ensure accuracy and fluency, 
that two persons, one with Arabic as his mother tongue and another with 
English as his mother tongue, should participate together in the translation and 
revision of each text. 

This series is distinguished from other similar intercultural projects by its 
distinctive objectives and methodology. These works will fill a genuine gap in 
the library of human thought. They will prove extremely useful to all those with 
an interest in Islamic culture, its interaction with Western thought, and its 
impact on culture throughout the world. They will, it is hoped, fulfil an important 
role in enhancing world understanding at a time when there is such evident and 
urgent need for the development of peaceful coexistence. 

This series is published by the Center for Muslim Contribution to 
Civilization, which serves as a research centre under the patronage of H.H. 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, Amir of Qatar. It is directed by a Board of 
Trustees chaired by H.E. Sheikh Muhammad bin Hamad al-Thani, the former 
Minister of Education of Qatar. The Board is comprised of a group of 
prominent scholars. These include H.E. Dr Abul-Wafa al-Taftazani*, Deputy 
Rector of Cairo University, and Dr Yusuf al-Qaradhawi, Director of the Sira 
and Sunna Research Center. At its inception the Center was directed by the late 
Dr Muhammad Ibrahim Kazim, former Rector of Qatar University, who estab- 
lished its initial objectives. 

The Center was until recently directed by Dr Kamal Nagi, the Foreign Cultural 
Relations Advisor of the Ministry of Education of Qatar. He was assisted by a 
Board comprising a number of academicians of Qatar University, in addition to 

* Died 1994, may Allah have mercy on him. 
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a consultative committee chaired by Dr Ezzeddin Ibrahim, former Rector of the 
University of the United Arab Emirates. A further committee acting on behalf 
of the Center has been the prominent university professors who act under the 
chairmanship of Dr Raji Rammuny, Professor of Arabic at the University of 
Michigan. This committee is charged with mating known, in Europe and in 
America, the books selected for translation, and in selecting and enlisting properly 
qualified university professors, orientalists and students of Islamic studies to 
undertake the work of translation and revision, as well as overseeing the pub- 
lication process. 
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